Diagram showing seasonal variation of smallpox.
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Discussion
In view of the rapid means of transport in Kweilin, and the comparatively long incubation period of smallpox, it would be difficult for a quarantine station to detect cases among the passengers and to prevent the importation of the disease. Once the disease started in a city with a population of low immunity, it would spread like a great conflagration unless it could be checked by proper measures. In Kweilin, overcongestion of the population during wartime and the ignorance of the public of the importance of early primary and re-vaccination were additional factors in favour of spread of the infection.
In spite of the lack of proper control measures, the epidemic gradually died out in the city; this might have been due to several factors, among which the change in infectivity may be the chief one.
According to Topley (1933) Clinically this epidemic belonged to the classical toxic type. Albuminuria and lymphocytosis were constant findings.
10. The decline of the epidemic might have been due to the change in infectivity of the disease, with the effect of active immunization and mortality selection.
11. Measures of control of smallpox were recommended.
